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Dear Readers 

 

The leaves are falling, the nights are drawing in and all thoughts of 

summer are fading. “What Summer?” do I hear you say.  I hope you 

managed to enjoy some sunshine on your holiday.  Due to the hassle of air 

travel I do not go abroad any more and had a rather wet week in Cornwall.  

However, it was very enjoyable as I love that part of the country.  We now 

have Christmas to look forward to and also our next REUNION which is 

going to be held on Saturday, 20th April 2013. 

 

We are pleased to say that the caterers have made an effort to keep the 

price down and the cost will be £21 per head, the same as last year.  This 

covers, not only the food, but the hire of the hall, tables, insurance, staff 

and VAT.  A three course meal will be served at 1.00 pm and tea/coffee will 

be served after the meal.  There will be a raffle and contributions for prizes 

will be greatly appreciated.   

  

There is a booking form at the back of this newsletter for you to complete.  

We will be printing the form again in the March newsletter, but as this is 

rather close to the event, it does help if we get an early idea of the numbers 

attending.   So don’t hesitate, fill in the form straight away.  Should you 

need to cancel your booking through unforeseen circumstances, as long as 

you let us know by 20th March 2013, we will refund your money.  We hope 

to see as many of you as possible and you are welcome to bring members 

of your family.  If you have transport difficulties do let us know when 

returning the form and we will try to organise a lift for you with someone 

coming from your area.  We hope our new members will be able to attend 

and we look forward to seeing everyone on Saturday, 20th April 2013.  We 

are very grateful to you all for your loyal support. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

I have printed some more pictures from our last reunion in this newsletter.  

The photographs are originally in colour, but I have to turn them into black 

and white for the newsletter because it would be more expensive to print 

them in colour.  I will have the original photos at the Reunion, but if you 

are unable to attend and would like a copy of the original, please let me 

know and I will send one to you. 

 

Regarding the KDCSA website - Carol Stanley found she was unable to 

run our website due to pressure of work so Stephen Jones is now kindly 

handling it for us even though he has no connection with the School.  

(Stephen was again suggested by Harry Stanley).  Stephen has now 

updated the website and included all the colour pictures from the last 

Reunion.  I realise that not everyone has access to a computer, but perhaps 

with the aid of children or grandchildren you can look up our website.  It is 

very comprehensive and has pictures from all the reunions.  Our website 

address is www.kdcsa.co.uk and Stephen’s email is sjones@9380.co.uk  

 

In response to Wendy Stacey’s query regarding the spelling of Miss Howe, 

Howll, Howle or Howel or even Howell, according to autograph books the 

spelling seems to be Howle.  On the page of Roy Weston’s autograph book 

printed in this newsletter, it looks like Howle BUT more letters to follow 

in the April newsletter on this subject. 

 

I hope you enjoy reading this newsletter.  We love to hear from you, so 

please keep  your letters coming, anything from a few lines to a couple of 

pages. 

 

JCK 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

We wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a 

Peaceful and Healthy New Year from the two 

Janets. 

 

Janet Steeples (Haddrell) 01932 873478 

Janet Creighton-Kelly (Wright) 01276 25357 

 



 

 

EVELYN  M  WILLIS (Pratt) 1940/42 writes from Godalming ….. 

Congratulations and many thanks for the school mag.  As usual I have read 

it from cover to cover twice and will most likely read it again before I file 

it away!  It was nice to see someone still remembers me.  Presumably 

Daphne Ranger is the Daphne Martin I knew from a young age.  I did meet 

up with her at a past reunion - before that I was not aware that she too was 

a pupil at KDCS.  Reading on, her particular friend Jacqueline Sadler 

mentioned in her notes that they were in the April 1940 intake.  I didn’t 

join until September 1940 and for several weeks we only attended school 

one or two days a week to collect homework due to the air raids and I was 

living in Guildford at that time.  However prior to this I did live in New 

Malden, only a couple of roads from Daphne and certainly remember our 

days at the School of Dancing.  I was a pupil there from the age of 5 to 18. 

 

I was sorry to read  that Dennis Davey had passed away recently and 

would like to offer condolences to his family.  I obviously never knew him 

whilst at school but always enjoyed his “Deliberations” in the magazine.  

We had an Edward Davey in our class and I did meet up with him at one of 

the reunions.  I believe he said he was living in the West Country.   I’ve 

often wondered whether he was Dennis’s brother. 

 

Yes, Edward is Dennis’s brother and yes Daphne Ranger’s maiden name is 

Martin. 

 

Correction -  July 2012 newsletter -  The letter from Daphne Ranger stated 

“I was a meals on wheels driver at the time and carried on for 2 years ….. 

This should have read “carried on for 42 years”. I apologise for the error.  

******** 

SHIRLEY  ROSSER  (Massey) writes from West Sussex ….. I enjoyed 

reading the latest newsletter and on reading the letter from John Salthouse, 

I think the economics teacher could be Mr Ballantyne.  I joined KDCS in 

January 1949 and he was my economics teacher at that time.  

John Salthouse asked if anyone remembered the name of the Economics 

teacher who used ’five-stones’ to teach the law of diminishing returns - 

perhaps this answers your question John. 

 

 I believe Mr Williams also taught economics and I remember Mr Williams 



 

 

organising the Music Club after school once a week when we would listen 

to a piece of serious music.  In fact, that was my first introduction to 

serious music and I developed a lasting appreciation of such music and 

recently went to one of the Promenade Concerts at the Albert Hall.  Yes, I 

also remember Miss Knight who  taught English but I mainly remember 

Miss Adams teaching English.  Although Miss Adams was very strict, she 

made English (for me) easy to learn. 

 

I was also interested to read the piece from Donald Gray and, I think, he is 

right when he felt he started at KDCS in 1950 as I remember Arthur 

(Daisy) Davis who was in the year beneath me and who also came to one 

of my birthday parties in Banstead.  Afraid I do not recall Donald Gray but 

this was not uncommon as one usually mixed with one’s own classmates 

and did not come into too much contact with other years.  It would 

certainly be good to make contact at a future  Reunion. 

******** 

JILLIAN  PAUL (Dee) 1949/50 writes from Reigate …….. Now dear 

Miss  Howle - I have got my autograph book out and checked her 

signature - it is quite clearly M A Howle so maybe that will put the matter 

to rest. 

 

As regards items from the letters in the newsletter, I can recall the name 

John Lipscombe but for the life of me I  cannot put a face to him.  He was 

certainly at school at the same time as me.  I hope he comes to the next 

reunion, it would be so nice to recognise him.  That goes too for Donald 

Gray - now I can’t put a face to that name but he was there when I was 

there - all of ‘49 and ‘50 and left  end of July 1951.  What a coincidence he 

should recall Arthur Davis and of course Colin Belbin.  I knew Colin and 

he had a sister, whose name escapes me, they both lived in Sutton as I did. 

 

John Salthouse mentions the teachers and I can confirm that Miss Knight 

certainly taught us first year English and I think that the teacher of 

Economics he recalls could be Mr Ballantyne.  (two votes for Mr 

Ballantyne in answer to your question, John.)  English lessons with Miss 

Adams, with whom one did not mess about!, were a joy to me.  I was 

fortunate in my former school, Sutton West County Girls School to have a 

great English teacher who encouraged us to read out loud and to act during 



 

 

some of our lessons - Miss Adams carried on the pleasure I got from that 

and I think that my love of amateur dramatics, and performing (singing 

too) owes a lot to the confidence I learned from those lessons.  To this day 

I read the Lesson at our Church Services. 

 

Another interesting edition and how nice it would be if those new names 

that have appeared come and join in the Reunion next year - it would be 

good to welcome them. 

 

I hope that the memories of the trip to Belgium brought happy memories to 

others when they read it. 

******** 

MICHAEL  J  STAFF  writes from Alfreston ….. Many thanks for the 

latest KDCS magazine, from which it was wonderful to see the report on 

the trip to Belgium with photograph in 1951.  That certainly brought back 

happy memories of the trip and reminded me of the evening the boys 

arranged in one of the rooms with Mr Rose, with a drink or so.  All went 

well until Miss Howle appeared on the scene - ah well!  The trip was most 

interesting as described by Jillian Paul and I seem to remember that we 

saw King Baudouin soon after he was crowned. 

In the original article about the trip to Belgium by Celia Bradbury (March 

2012) Celia also mentions seeing the King. 

******** 

SHEILA  EDWARDS  (Cornwell) writes from East Sussex ….. In the 

paragraph of welcome to new members (July 2012 newsletter) the name 

Ken Hayes leapt out at me and it set me thinking back to my time at the 

school.  There was a Ken Hayes who lived three doors away from me who 

followed me to KDCS.   I wonder if this is the same chap.  We lived in 

Hook Rise near the Ace of Spades. 

******** 

LEE TEASDALE writes from New Malden …… It was interesting to see 

the names of Geraldine and Ken Hayes (1950) mentioned on page 2 of the 

magazine (July 2012 newsletter).  Our group from that time wondered 

what had happened to them, and I am pleased to see they got in touch and 

hope we will see them at future reunions. 

******** 

 



 

 

JUNE  HOLT  (Varley) writes from Bognor Regis …… After reading the  

names Geraldine and Ken Hayes in the July 2012 newsletter I have been in 

contact with Geraldine and I was able to give her news of many of our 

classmates.  It was so good to hear from her.  We hope to meet up a bit later 

in the year when we are less busy.  The magazine is so good for bringing 

old friends together and I for one am truly grateful for all the work you all 

put into it. 

******** 

BRIAN  SHEPHERD  sends this photo and emails from New South 

Wales, Australia ……… 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading from left to right - Barbara, Beth, Brian and Bob. 

 

Bob Pharoah and his wife Barbara met up with Beth and me at the Trawool 

Hotel Restaurant in Victoria just before Christmas.  This has become a 

regular meeting governed by when Beth and I travel down to visit our 

daughter who lives in northern Victoria.  Trawool is approximately half 

way between our daughter and where Bob and Barbara live. 

 

Although Bob and I were in the same year (1948-1949) at KDCS we were 



 

 

in different intakes and, as was mentioned in the newsletter, we tended to 

mix only with other pupils from our intake.  Bob and I subsequently met 

about three years ago when we discovered each other through being 

members of the Association.  This is our third lunch together.   

 

As you can imagine, our talk roams over those far off days and time seems 

to stop still.  As both wives are from Wales, they have other subjects to talk 

over.  We meet at 12.30pm and leave the restaurant after 4pm.  The 

waitress was very understanding and even agreed to take our photo. 

 

One piece of news we learned this time.  Bob’s cousin was one of the 

originators and co-writers of the TV series ’Ashes to Ashes’.  This became 

very popular over here and now seems to be continually repeated. 

 

Since sending the above Brian has emailed …… I gather from Bob 

Pharoah that he and Barbara enjoyed themselves at the Reunion.  We hope 

to meet up again for our usual annual get together early next year. 

******** 

BOB  PHAROAH  emails from Victoria, Australia …… Barbara and I 

really enjoyed attending the Reunion and have often thought that perhaps, 

we ought to have an antipodean chapter of the KDCSA that meet 

occasionally in between the main events that you organise, and that we 

could organise joint travel arrangements.  In any case, it would be nice to 

know all the members here, “down-under”.    If members from “down 

under” would like to contact Bob his email address is:  

bpharoah@bigpond.net.au 

******** 

PATRICIA   E  WHITEWAY  writes from Surbiton, Surrey ….. I was 

sorry to hear about Dennis Davey - I always enjoyed his “Deliberations”.  I 

have just remembered Dennis Davey wrote in my Autograph Album.  This 

is his entry:- 

“A mongrel dog, a bowl of punch, and a clear conscience are the elements 

of happy life.   Dennis Paul Davey  26.7.45” 

********* 

 

 

 



 

 

Pictures taken at our Reunion on 21st April 2012 ….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Pharoah sent this picture of himself (left) and Jim Page (centre) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Coleman with his classmates from left 

Celia Bradbury (Pinchen).  Maureen Ship (Gosling).  Bob.  Janet 

Creighton-Kelly (Wright).  Iris Bower (Valle). 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

More pictures from our Reunion.  Sorry I cannot identify all of you. 

 

 

 



 

 

JEAN  BROWNLIE  (Nightingale) 1941/42 writes from Esher ….. 

Following my “piece” in the November 2011 magazine, a lady appeared on 

my doorstep - she had seen my name and wondered if I knew any “lost” 

relation of the same name - she found my address in the phone book and 

decided to call.  After announcing herself my junior at KDCS, she was 

invited in and over tea and cake we discovered, not only her Dad’s cousin 

and my Dad’s cousin were married, but we also knew mutual friends of 

long ago.  The outcome - I now have another friend in Iris Freestone 

(Dedman). 

******** 

IRIS  FREESTONE  (Dedman) writes from Walton-on-Thames ….. I am 

sure you have been told already but my autograph book clearly says  M A 

HOWLE.   Iris continues …. 

I do like the inclusion in the newsletter of members’ letters as two of us, 

from different times, are now friends.  I saw Jean Brownlie (Nightingale) 

writing from Esher and wondered - could she be one of the family of 

Nightingales living in the old home I remember visiting many years ago.  

The local telephone directory confirmed she was and so I knocked on the 

door and the rest is history, as they say.  Our fathers worked together 

before World War Two.  We are currently trying to trace a lady called Pat, 

who links both our families - her father being a Dedman and her mother a 

Nightingale.  They lived in Hersham and Pat would be 70 this year.  

Wouldn’t it be amazing if someone from KDCS happened to know her. 

******** 

PAT  THOMAS  (Jackson) emails from Bermuda ……  

P.O. Box HM 945, Hamilton HM DX 

Tel: 441-238 0265  Fax: 441-238-0213  Email:   

September 9, 2012 

I joined the Association a year or so ago and have found the KDCS 

booklets most interesting - they have allowed me to go down memory lane 

and remember friends and students who were at the school at the same 

time.  I was at Hinchley Wood from 1950 -1953. 

 

My family lived in Hersham, near Walton on Thames and several of us 

caught the 218 bus to the Milk Marketing Board and walked through to the 

school. 

 



 

 

One of my local friends who also went to Hinchley Wood was Violet Bond 

who now lives on the Isle of Wight – she married, had a family there and 

helped run the market gardening enterprise her husband owned. Other 

members of the class I recall were Michael Fabb (always the comic), 

Ronald Grainger,  Carol Shepherd, Pamela Price (Head Girl during our last 

year), Tony Collins, Robert Guest, Brian Marshall, Suzanne Wells, James 

Winton and Norma Drury.  Some years ago I was in contact with Norma 

who is somewhere in Australia – she had moved to Scotland after Hinchley 

Wood and getting married, and then Down Under, but her old email 

address no longer reaches her.  Perhaps someone else will be able to locate 

her down there – sadly I can’t recall her married name. 

 

After leaving Hinchley Wood I worked in London, on Fleet Street (the 

Sunday Express) and for a civil engineering company, Marples Ridgway & 

Partners.  I left the UK and worked in Boston, MA for several years before 

coming down to Bermuda and meeting my Bermudian husband.  We were 

married here in 1967, and have two daughters.  One lives here on the 

Island with her husband and the younger one works in London as an 

insurance political risk underwriter.  

 

Today (September 9th) we are hunkered down riding out Tropical Storm 

Leslie – thankfully downgraded from the hurricane we expected.     We 

don’t get many hurricanes and our hurricane season is September and 

October, the latter half of the hurricane season.   Virtually all our most 

damaging hurricanes emerge from the Atlantic, out of the warm African 

waters, and we rarely have problems from the ones that come up from the 

Caribbean through Florida. 

 

Bermuda is a lovely, small island – only 3 miles wide at it’s widest point, 

and 20 miles long… home to some 60,000 people, not all Bermudians, as 

the island is a substantial insurance/reinsurance/financial centre which 

means that many experts working in these areas are non-Bermudians.    

 

The Island is located in the Atlantic, some 600 miles from its nearest land 

point – Cap Hatteras in the Carolinas - and we have daily flights from the 

Eastern seaboard cities of the U.S, Canada and London Gatwick (BA). 



 

 

Bermuda is a colony of the United Kingdom – one of the few left – and the 

Queen appoints a Governor.  We follow London’s style of Government 

having both a House of Assembly and a Senate.   Did you know that 

Shakespeare’s The Tempest was written a couple of years after 1609 and 

was based on  the fate of “The Sea Venture” ?   In 1609 Sir George Somers 

from Lyme Regis set sail aboard the Sea Venture, the new flagship of the 

Virginia Company, leading a fleet of nine vessels, loaded with provisions 

and settlers for the new English colony of Jamestown. 

The fleet was caught in a storm, and the Sea Venture was separated and 

began to founder. When the reefs to the east of Bermuda were spotted, the 

ship was deliberately driven on them to prevent its sinking, thereby saving 

all aboard (150 sailors and settlers, and one dog). The survivors spent ten 

months on Bermuda before two new ships were built from local woods and 

continued their journey to Jamestown.  A small group of people were left 

in Bermuda who became the first settlers on the island.   

St. George‘s, where the first shipwreck occurred, is a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site and is twinned with Lyme Regis because of it’s links with Sir 

George Somers.  The heart of Sir George Somers is resting in St. Peter’s 

Churchyard, and that church is the oldest Anglican Church in the Western 

Hemisphere still being used continually.  St. Peter’s is 400 years old this 

year, 2012. 

Hopefully, this will give readers a very quick insight into what Beautiful 

Bermuda offers.  Obviously its beaches, turquoise waters, sailing, diving 

and many other hobbies are here too.   Bermuda sent eight participants to 

the Olympic Games this summer, and you may have seen them walking in 

with their navy blue blazers and red Bermuda shorts carrying our flag.  We 

had one Bermuda entry in the Paralympics just ended.  Not bad for a 

population of what would be a small town in the UK … 

I look forward to hearing from anyone who was at Hinchley Wood in the 

three years I was there, and my email is  lethomas@logic.bm 

With warmest wishes.    Patricia Thomas (nee Jackson), Bermuda 



 

 

Pat also adds ….. Bermuda has a wonderful history since 1609 and I have 

only touched on that historical angle briefly - there is so much more.  For 

example, in the Second World War Bermuda was vitally important and 

housed the US Air Force (who built our airport), the Canadian Navy, and 

the British Army and Navy….. However, I didn’t want to bore everyone 

silly with too much.  And all correspondence from Germany into the US 

was routed here and was screened in the basement of one of the Hamilton 

hotels before being forwarded to the US. 

******** 

Two of our raffle prize winners at our last Reunion: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

******** 

 



 

 

LESLIE  PARSONS  writes from Camberley …..  Regarding JEAN  

PARSONS  (McLaren) 1943-45.  Jean has been in Hospital having slipped 

out of her recliner armchair to land on very painful arthritic knees with 

resulting fractures of left ankle and knee which will take many weeks to 

heal.  Arthritis robbed her of mobility quite a few years ago, but she 

seldom complains. 

Although I have no educational link with KDCS, I always read the 

Newsletter with great interest, having for years (in earlier days -  up to the 

time Jean and I moved to Camberley in 1961), played football and cricket 

with the likes of Harry “Ginger” Nevell (I nearly missed out an ‘r’ there in 

the “Harry” - and he would never have forgiven me for that) and Ernie 

Porter.  I was very sad to read that Ernie had died just recently, but glad to 

have been in touch with him earlier this year, and also with Harry recently.  

Other names that spring to mind are Bert Hasler and Geoff Brazil, both 

fine cricketers, but they left the scene many years ago.  And of course 

Jean’s brother Frank, a good pal who also passed away not that long ago. 

Please do carry on the good work of keeping the KDCS Association going; 

it’s a very worthwhile project to keep old friends in touch, even if only 

occasionally, and it’s never too late to make new ones, is it? 

******** 

Taken at our Reunion on 

21st April 2012 

Seated Marian and Les 

Green with Norman Luhr  

and 

Peter Hore and Janet 

Steeples standing.   



 

 

DOROTHY  GARDNER  writes from West Sussex …..  When turning 

out my loft recently, I came across some school magazines for 1947/48, 

and was rather taken with the attached poem.  I have no idea who C D was. 

If you have 

difficulty 

reading this 

reproduction, 

let me know 

and I will 

type it out in 

the next 

newsletter. 

Any idea 

who C.D. is? 

 

******** 

ROGER  FORSTER  emails from Victoria, Australia ……   

ROGER FORSTER. MY CAREER – PART 1 

 

They say that variety is the spice of life! In terms of my working life that is 

absolutely the case. Firstly, around the age of fifteen, while still at 

Hinchley Wood, I had a dream to one day emigrate to New Zealand. It’s 

not that I disliked England, so what triggered this I have never known. 

Going to NZ did not for many reasons come to pass until I was about 

thirty-five, and my life there will be told in PART 2. In the meantime 

plenty happened in my working life, as outlined below. 

 

One dark and drizzly night I lost an argument between my pushbike and a 

car! It was a serious accident that left me without a spleen. As a result of 

the lengthy spell in hospital I left Hinchley Wood with only four ‘O’ levels 



 

 

in GCE, it having been felt by the staff that it was desirable for me to 

abandon my poorest subjects. Oddly enough none of my GCE results ever 

influenced future employers! It is an interesting reflection in 2012 to 

ponder the fact that back in 1953 it was incredibly easy to get a job, 

regardless of qualifications. 

 

Therefore, following the briefest of interviews, I was employed as an 

office junior/Auctioneer’s Assistant at Hampton & Sons in London. 

Hamptons is still one of the leading Real Estate Agents in England. 

Although I was there only eighteen months, during that time managed to 

meet and greet many famous persons when they attended Auction Sales. I 

then joined the Estate Department. of Bentalls in Kingston, where I fooled 

around a little too much and to my shame was fired for the first and only 

time in my career! 

 

Luckily jobs were still very easy to obtain, and despite the black mark, was 

employed in the Prestressed Concrete Division of Cable Covers Ltd on the 

Ewell Road in Surbiton. This was a fascinating experience, which marked 

a permanent departure from real estate, and entry into the world of 

engineering. Cable Covers Ltd. (known as CCL) was a family company, 

under a charismatic managing director of whom it was said that he could 

sell fridges to Eskimos! The fascination stemmed from the fact that 

although Prestressed concrete was no longer in its infancy, it was 

beginning to be used widely in major construction projects throughout the 

world – for instance the Shell building by the River Thames, the Swan 

bridge in Western Australia and about twenty five bridges over the M1 

Motorway to name but a few. Many of these substantial schemes were the 

brainchildren of the CCL design team, working with world renowned Civil 

Engineers. The lovely footbridge across the lake in St. James Park was to 

me of special interest as I actually helped physically with the tensioning 

during its construction. 

 

It was while at CCL that I met my wife to be when she was appointed to be 

my secretary. Life in those days was not without interest! 

 

After some seven years with CCL an opportunity arose to join another 

engineering firm, The Expanded Metal Co. Their offices were in Caxton 



 

 

Street, not far from New Scotland Yard. I worked for the Building Division 

under a boss with the unlikely name of Chas Chaplin! There, over a span 

of ten years I progressed to become senior clerk, responsible among other 

things for introductory training of new employees. I also made many 

lasting friendships. Whilst the work was interesting and at times 

demanding, I found enough space to pursue my amusing ‘hobby’ of 

playing practical jokes on certain gullible colleagues!,  Another creative 

outlet was becoming founding President of the Emco Social Club, 

organizing numerous outings to theatres etc and even a “Riverboat 

Shuffle” along the Thames. As a farewell gesture when I finally departed at 

Christmas several staff members and even a few managers put on a 

hilarious variety show. 

 

Eventually the ten years of commuting from my home in Surbiton had 

become too much for me and it was obviously well and truly time to seek a 

local job. This was achieved when I secured a position with a wonderful 

firm called Concept Interiors (a division of Stag Furniture Nottingham) 

Concept had a factory in Kingston where modular furniture for University 

Halls of Residence, Motels and the like was manufactured. The managing 

director was the most dynamic and innovative person I ever worked for. I 

was in charge of the Sales Office, and because the whole outfit – sales 

office, designers, salesmen and factory - was dedicated to teamwork it was 

a most successful period for all of us. For example when I joined, turnover 

was a mere quarter million pounds which at the end of the two years I was 

there rose to about two and half million! In that time Concept secured the 

agencies for marketing Swedish bedroom furniture and top of the range 

German kitchen furniture. 

 

Just as this success was reaching a peak there occurred a once-in-a-lifetime 

chance to realise my dream to emigrate to New Zealand and that was the 

end of that aspect of my career.  To my amazement the MD, when he learnt 

of my plans offered to pay the airfares of my wife, children and myself in 

lieu of the usual Christmas bonus!  Very sadly, within about eighteen 

months Concept closed down and many hard-working ex-colleagues were 

out of work………………. 

We look forward to reading Part Two about your work in New Zealand. 

******** 



 

 

KEN  PHILLPOT  (1939-1940) writes from Epsom …..  I write regarding 

the entry in the July newsletter concerning the death of Earnest M Porter 

on the 29th April 2012 after attending our Reunion.  In fact, Ernie and I 

arranged to meet on the train to Waterloo on the 26th and another colleague 

at Stoneleigh, to attend the reunion of our Company pensioners in London.  

He didn’t show.  All three of us were on the Committee and were at a loss 

to know why he was not on the train. 

 

That night I telephoned his wife, Pat, who told me he collapsed at his 

station - Ashtead, did not recover consciousness and remained so until he 

died on the 29th in Epsom Hospital. 

 

Ernie and I joined KDCS in 1939, the same intake, he went into the Gregg 

stream and I into Pitmans.  The streams didn’t mix much.  I don’t know 

now, how or why we became friendly and at that stage not close.  By 

chance when we left to take up employment I found we had joined two 

different Companies, but in the same office, seated some sixty feet apart - 

then we became friends going to coffee break, lunch etc. 

 

In due time he went into the Navy on a mine sweeper on the East Coast 

and I, the RAF.  On our return after the war we rejoined our two 

Companies who were part of the same Group.  He worked in accounts, 

eventually becoming responsible for the Company accounts and finally, 

after attending Board meetings, (attending with the main Group Directors 

and Chief Accountant) they asked him to join them taking over the ships’ 

accounts of this much greater concern.  Eventually, I believe, he handled 

the take-over of other acquisitions, the Port Agents and became a Finance 

Director as well.   

 

 

He was very good at sport and played for many years at football and 

cricket for the Old Boys of the school (Strenue) and all this time, till now, 

he and I have been in each others company attending the school and 

business functions together and occasionally socialising.  I shall miss him.  

He drove me to the reunions as well. 

 

 



 

 

For myself, I went into the Ship Management Department of the Shipping 

Line I joined and on being called up into the RAF, trained as a wireless 

mechanic for a year (six months at the Science Museum) and was then 

posted to No 76 Halifax bomber squadron in Yorkshire and after the war in 

Europe was nearly over - by now we had switched to Dakotas - and flew to 

India finally being demobbed after two years there. 

 

I eventually became an occasional player for the Old Boys and did the 

Easter Tour a few times with them.   

 

In business I became a Ship Manager in 1959, handling a variety of ships, 

but mostly tankers, trading world wide, retiring in 1982. 

 

I’ve carried on somewhat, but felt compelled to write as the brief statement 

of Ernie’s death does not do justice to the man and needs much more 

comment.  I would not feel comfortable otherwise. 

******** 

 

SADLY 

 

Pamela Budd sends this obituary ….. 

TONY  BUDD  (1943) died suddenly on l8th July 2012.   Tony and myself 

(Pam, also an old student) had been married 59 years and had two children 

Melanie and Nicholas and seven grandchildren.  He was a successful 

Accountant and worked up until the day he died.  He enjoyed his days at 

KDCS running for the school and afterwards playing football for the 

Kingstonians.  We both enjoyed attending the reunions and meeting old 

students.   Pamela Budd. 

 

MARGARET  LEWIS  (Turner) writes from Ewell …. Unfortunately I 

haven’t been able to attend the last two reunions as I was unable to leave 

my husband due to his condition.  He passed away earlier this  year so I 

may be able to come to the next reunion.  I enjoyed my time at KDCS from 

1946-48 and felt the education gave me a good start in life.  The teachers 

were great.  Sorry to hear about the loss of  your husband, Margaret, we 

hope to see you at our reunion on 20th April 2013. 

******** 



 

 

In the July 2012 newsletter we announced the death of RUTH  MARTIN.  

William Martin (Bill) has now written from Pyrford …..  Regarding Ruth’s 

death - her maiden name was 

LONGHURST.   A Service of 

Celebration for the life of RUTH MARY 

MARTIN was held at St Nicholas’ 

Church, Pyrford on 25th June 2012.  This 

is the cover of the Service Sheet.   

 

This photograph was taken by me in 

1953.  I think people would remember 

this photo as it is one at her cheeky best. 

 

This 

photograph was 

taken on our 

40th Wedding 

Anniversary 

 

 

She is greatly missed. 

******** 

BARBARA  GIBBS  (Guy) 1946-48 writes from Cheam …..  I much 

enjoy reading our magazine and, of course, was very interested to see in 

the July issue the obituary notice of Herbert Lowit submitted by his 

daughter Sylvia Daintrey.  He did indeed join our family in 1940 while 

attending KDCS (my sister Joan was a student at the school at that time) 

and remained a firm friend throughout his life.  My husband and I were 

privileged to attend his funeral service and listen to the warm tributes to 

Herbert from his grandchildren.  On my part, happy memories will remain 

of a valued friendship. 

******** 

ALFRED  SOLOMON writes from Wallington ….. In my 1946 diary, 

there is an entry “Went to a meeting with Billy Brewer - The KDCS Old 

Students Association -  paid 5/- (shillings) each.”   I’m afraid I don’t know 

where the meeting was held, but I would dearly like to know if anyone else 

can remember anything of its existence? 



 

 

Another interesting thing I found in my file, was an entry in the NAVY 

NEWS for June 1999 under the item “Calling Old Shipmates” as follows: 

“Donald E Willmott, discharged from RN in 1946, formerly Sea Scout and 

student at Kingston Day Commercial School 1938-40.  If you have any 

info re his RN service or subsequent employment or addresses, contact 

John (Wilbur) Wright on 01242 602093”. 

 

Well, I didn’t contact John Wright in 1999 because I didn’t know Donald 

Willmott, but just out of interest I rang that number this morning. (Donald 

was a friend of his at KDCS).  I asked for his address as I thought he might 

like a copy of our newsletter.  He said he was a civilian code breaker at 

Bletchley Park for some 30 years - that should be interesting.  I said I 

would ask you to send him a newsletter.  Having just written the above, 

and to my surprise, I found another piece of the puzzle on page 11 of our 

July 1998 newsletter “John Wright (1938-39) writes:   “I would love to 

know the whereabouts of Donald Wilmot …”  so he was previously a 

member of KDCS Association.  I think I should close now before I find 

some more exciting rubbish!! 

John Wright is a member of the Association and does receive our 

newsletters.  John - it would be interesting to hear of your experiences at 

Beltchley Park and do tell us, did you ever get in touch with Donald 

Wilmot (Willmott)?  

******** 

VALERIE  DAVIES  (Why) writes from Petersfield ….. Thank you so 

much for sending me the July newsletter.  As always the contents are most 

interesting and such a happy reminder of my special years at KDCS.  

Without any doubt it was the best grounding I could possibly have had for 

the life I have led - in every way.  

 

Sadly, my husband is not well but I really do hope I can make the next 

reunion.  My special chum at school was Jillian Paul (Dee), although sadly 

I wasn’t able to join the 1951 trip to Belgium.   

******** 

 

 

 

 



 

 

BARBARA  DILLON (Bowyer) writes from Chard, Somerset ….. I was 

interested to read Shirley Rosser’s comments on Valerie Webster.  

Although I was in Gloucester House I admired Valerie’s sporting prowess 

and longed to emulate her.  Unfortunately this was not to be. 

Like Shirley, I too went to 

The White City Stadium for 

the All England School 

Games in 1950 and on 

looking through a very old 

album came across this 

photograph taken there.  On 

the back row, left to right are 

Margaret Herbert and Francis 

Baxter 

On the bottom row again left 

to right are Phyllis Radford, 

Jane Houghton and yours 

truly, Barbara Dillon (nee 

Bowyer). 

******** 

 ROY WESTON 

writes from East 

Yorkshire and 

sends a copy of a 

page from his 

autograph book 

and says “Just one 

more to add to the 

flood of letters 

you were 

expecting 

regarding Wendy 

Mullett’s (Stacey) 

name spelling 

query in the July 

2012 edition of 

the magazine.   



 

 

At our last Reunion PAULINE  LINDSEY asked  us to send a copy of our 

newsletter to JEAN  POLLARD (Mitchell) who was interested in the 

Association as she was at KDCS in 1932.  We had run out of copies of the 

latest one but sent copies of the March and July 2011 issues.  As a result 

Jean joined the Association and now writes from Leatherhead …..  

 

Many thanks for the newsletters, so interesting.  I can’t claim to have had 

such an exciting life as some of KDCS’s ex students but thank you for 

reminding me of the teachers at my time.  I do remember Mr Overton’s pet 

slogan -   

“He who whispers down a well, of the goods he has to sell, will not get as 

many dollars, as he who climbs a tree and holla’s”. 

 

I can remember Rosina Colpus as she was always top of the Form but my 

close friend was Joan Halse and I kept in touch with her for many years.  

Mr Weaver called us “the twins”.  My son Stuart Pollard, passed for 

Grammar School and was sent to Hinchley Wood where I did meet Mr 

Weaver again during a parent-teacher meeting and I was able to show 

Stuart the KDCS 1932 photo of the whole school.   

 

I look forward to being at next year’s reunion. 

******** 

DENISE   KNOWLES writes from Midhurst …… Very many thanks to 

everyone who, not only put together the newsletter and send it out, but also 

organise the luncheon, and very enjoyable it was. 

 

Shirley Rosser (nee Massey) lives here in the same village.  I had to grin 

about the “bread roll on the tablecloth” comment - it somehow got to her at 

the time!  She is our much valued WI Treasurer.  I’m on the committee and 

our Secretary is a Tiffin girl.  This was discovered sometime back when 

out on a WI walk. 

 

Looking through my old autograph book to find the names of the teaching 

staff  and thus the debated spelling of the “brilliant teacher”, - in mine it is 

“M A Howle” -  I came cross Michael Murray’s entry dated 29.07.46.  This 

reminded me that I had intended to comment on his recollections of a year 

ago.   



 

 

The Pontoon game with those spare bus tickets, was of great benefit to me. 

 

As well as KDCS, there are also BCS (Battersea Central School) 

signatures in said book.  BCS was evacuated to Petersfield, Hants, early in 

the war.  As the girls slowly reduced in number, local girls were accepted.  

I was one of those as we lived near Petersfield.  After 5.5.45 BCS went 

back to Battersea leaving we local girls behind.  Mother’s family lived in 

Epsom and knew of KDCS, as did our Geography teacher Miss Porter, 

whose nephew was a pupil there.  (I will not embarrass him).  Between 

them all it was arranged for me to stay with an Aunt in Epsom and get the 

406 and 152 buses daily to KDCS.  Not being a Surrey pupil, no travel 

help came my way.  Some of those spare Pontoon winning tickets were 

passed to me which released more cash for pocket money.  Thank you 

Mike and pals.  You did me a very good turn as my pocket money was not 

generous.  

 

BCS ran a combined Commercial and Oxon-School Cert course over a five 

year  period and it was thus that I only did one year at KDCS leaving in 

‘46 to follow others to F W Woolworth’s Head Office in New Bond Street 

at £3.00 a week, where I became shorthand typist to the Biscuit Buyer.  A 

super department for a hungry teenager in food-rationed Britain.  We had a 

sample cupboard!  I stayed five years until marriage and grew to be 

amazed at the care with which biscuits were apportioned by population 

percentages across the UK.  The figures were regularly provided by the 

Ministry of Food. 

 

What a screed, all over a few bus tickets. 

 

Mike Murray’s article about the game of Pontoon for bus tickets appeared 

in the July 2011 newsletter. 

******** 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

JANET  PRISCILLA’S  PAGE 

 

The holidays are over and Christmas is looming 

except for the very fortunate ones that manage to 

get away in November or even for Christmas.  

We hope you had a good summer.  The weather 

has been “iffy” I suppose, but I am sure we all 

managed!!  We are now preparing for the next 

reunion which is only five months away. 

 

I remember, when at school, thinking Christmas 

would never come then when it did it didn’t last 

long enough.  It was while I was at KDCS that I was confirmed on 7th 

December and took my first Communion at Midnight Mass.  It was awe 

inspiring and I can still get the same feelings each year, especially when 

my husband accompanies me.  This year, on 11th September (fateful date) 

we celebrated our 58th Wedding Anniversary and were fortunate to have 

our family celebrate with us. 

 

Each year at our Reunions I get to meet someone new and I realise how 

special it was to have been at KDCS and having my sister Christine with 

me for my last term.  Christine went on for another five terms.   She 

continued her career until she retired, apart from when she had her four 

lovely children - she also has six grandchildren. 

 

As we have said, please let us know all about your family and life-long 

friends you made at KDCS.  I very much enjoy hearing from you, just to 

have a natter, as I did with June Holt when she had “found” an old friend 

she knew at KDCS. 

 

I know we are all getting older now, but our memories seem to come alive 

the older we get - mind you it is difficult to remember what we had for 

dinner on Sunday!!  However, memories of sixty odd years ago are vivid 

when talking to a friend who was there and able to compare experiences. 

 

Well enjoy Christmas and I look forward to seeing you in April.   

God Bless.                                                                                Janet Priscilla 



 

 

Janet Priscilla need not worry about her failing memory.   Brian  

Shepherd has sent this email from Australia ….From the September 

edition of Reader’s Digest: 

 

“Ever walk into a room with some purpose in mind, only to completely 

forget what that purpose was?  Turns out, doors themselves are to blame 

for these strange memory lapses. 

 

Psychologists at the University of Notre Dame have discovered that 

passing through a doorway triggers what’s known as an event boundary in 

the mind, separating one set of thoughts and memories from the next. 

 

Your brain files away the thoughts you had in the previous room and 

prepares a blank slate for the new locale.” 

 

It’s not aging, it’s the door! 

 

Brian adds…. I’m so relieved to find this out because those senior 

moments were really starting to worry me. 

******** 

REUNION  Saturday, 20th April 2013 - MENU 

 

Mushroom Pate with roll and butter 

Chicken and Vegetable Pie served with mashed potato and peas 

Gravy on the table 

OR 

Fish with parsley sauce or slice of lemon 

New potatoes and peas 

Vegetarian option - Nut Roast with new potatoes and peas 

Dessert - choice of Cheese and Biscuits, Fruit Salad or Apple Crumble 

Cream on the table 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  £5 per annum payable in July.  Cheques should be 

made payable to KDCS Association and sent to the following address: 

KDCS Association, c/o Janet Creighton-Kelly, 2 Maultway Close, 

Camberley, Surrey  GU15 1PP 

e-mail janet@jangeo.co.uk                                       Telephone 01276 25357 



 

 

         REUNION  SATURDAY, 20th APRIL 2013 

          

         Name(s) ………………………………................................................. 

 

         ………………………………................................................................ 

 

         Maiden Name if applicable ………………………. Entry Year …….. 

 

         Address ……………………………….................................................. 

 

         ………………………………............ Telephone No ……………….. 

 

         Number of persons attending Reunion Luncheon …………………… 

 

         Cost per head £21.00        Cheque for £ …………………… Enclosed 

         (Made payable to KDCS Association) 

          

         Please mark number required: 

          

         Mushroom Pate ……………….. 

          

         Chicken and Vegetable Pie ………… Vegetarian Nut Roast ……….. 

 

         Fish with parsley sauce …………. Or without parsley sauce  ………. 

 

         Cheese & Biscuits ……. OR Fruit Salad …….. OR Crumble ……… 

 

         I would like to sit with ……………………………….......................... 

 

         ………………………………................................................................ 

 

         I would like to sit on my “Year of Entry” table ……………………… 

 

         PLEASE RETURN THIS SLIP BY 15th MARCH TO: 

         Mrs Janet Creighton-Kelly, 2 Maultway Close, Camberley, Surrey 

         GU15 1PP                                                   Telephone 01276 25357 

  


